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father holds the big bronze vessels containing these two
smaller pots in his hands, whilst the priest says three times:
1 Take this Madhuparka', The bridegroom replies ' I accept
it'; but before actually receiving it, he is careful to take the
couple of jars out of the big one and, putting the lower one
on the top, he examines it warily, for, if there should be any
ants or other insects in the honey, he would be committing
a grave sin in accepting, it. (Any old resident in India can
bear witness how easily ants find their way into honey!)
However, if there be no trace of insect life, he accepts the
offering, and while doing so expresses as pretty a sentiment as
any man, English or Indian, can feel on his wedding day:
' I look upon you and everything that breathes as my friend*
May they all look on me as their friend ! *
He then takes the pot in his left hand and, holding a silver
coin between the tips of the third finger and thumb of his
right hand, he stirs the mixture. Three times he throws away
some of the contents, and three times he eats some of it,*
bestowing some of the remainder on his younger friends, and
throwing the rest away towards the east in such a manner
that it will not get trodden on or hurt,
' This is followed by the ritual sipping of water. Then the
bridegroom takes some water in his left hand and, putting
a little of it to his mouth with the fingers of his right hand,
says: ' Let there be good speech in my mouth'. His nose is
next consecrated, and touching'first his right nostril and then
his left, -he says: ' Let there be breath ia^my nose'; applying
the water to his ears, he says: 'LeLmy two ears^ have the
power of hearing'; touching each eye, he prays;,.f Let my two
eyes have the-power of seeing*; and applying water in the
same way, he goes on to desire that his arms may have
strength, and his legs power for walking; till finally, moving
his hand from his head to his feet, he prays; * Let every part
of my body have strength'.
The whole Madhuparka ceremony ends, as so many Indian
rites do, with the gift of a cow. Sometimes a real live cow is